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quick glance the yachts look similar, this is not 
a stretched version of the smaller 630, but a 
completely new design, specifically suited to 
the owner’s requests. Built of an E-glass, epoxy 
and foam sandwich, HQ2 is light and strong, 
essential for a cruising catamaran, especially 
where a minimum of ongoing maintenance is 
expected. To aid with upwind performance, 
HQ2 has fixed keels and spade rudders that 
were designed using advance laminar flow 
modelling to ensure maximum performance. 
Similarly, the hulls are a delicate balance 
between maximum volume and sailing 
performance.

HQ2 is elegant, with simple, flowing 
lines and fine detailing both inside and out. 
It is clearly built for a client who appreciates 
quality but at the same time wants practical, no 
fuss living while exploring distant shores. It is 
designed for effortless, open plan living while 
on passage or at anchor, and has been built and 
finished to world class standards, with premium 
components throughout. This quality has been 
carried through to the entertainment system as 
well as the exceptionally well equipped galley 
and laundry.

With extended family cruising in mind, 
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family can explore the world, catch fish and 
have adventures together. With a full time crew 
onboard, this yacht is designed for fast, safe 
cruising in comfort, to be a home away from 
home and to have luxurious guest suites for 
visiting friends.

With the client ’s brief, Two Oceans 
Marine went back to designer Anton du Toit 
who designed a new catamaran. While at a 

When I reviewed the first and smaller yacht 
in the Two Ocean’s Open Ocean range, the 
630, one of the initial things I noticed was her 
size - and it was apparent that this successful 
design had spawned another luxury cruising 
catamaran, this time the Open Ocean 750.

Built for an experienced owner who has 
already done some serious cruising, HQ2 is 
his new adventure platform, where he and his 

She’s big, she’s beautiful and she’s exceptionally luxurious.
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accommodation is comfortable and luxurious. 
The owner’s cabin has been placed in the aft 
port hull, with a guest cabin forward, in the 
middle of the boat. The crew have their cabin 
in the forward section of the port hull. In the 
starboard hull, the arrangement has been fl ipped 
around with the guest cabin aft and cabins for 
the owner’s three children forward. All cabins 
have en-suite toilets and showers. Additionally, 
there is a day head for guests.

HQ2’s owner started out as a fisherman 
and then got into sailing. This is very evident in 
the design as the yacht is set up for fi shing from 
either the spacious aft deck, the fl ying bridge or 
from the large tender, carried on the aft deck 
while on passage. Additionally, the aft deck 
provides a wonderful platform for entertaining.

With a global itinerary planned, HQ2 
took part in the 2014 Cape to Rio Race and 
from there she’ll move north up the Brazilian 
coast and into the Caribbean. Then she’ll 
be constantly ready and all it’ll take is a call 
from the owner and she’ll be off to the next 
destination.

One of the advantages of a yacht of this 
size is that it’s possible to use custom furniture 
and the main saloon, with the galley situated to 
one side, makes you feel like you’re in a holiday 
home, rather than a yacht and with the large 
windows surrounding the saloon, visibility is 
outstanding. Two Oceans Marine has fulfi lled 
the owner’s brief and built a high quality vessel, 
with close attention to detail and fi ne fi nishes. 
HQ2 is going to provide a safe, comfortable 
platform for the owner’s travels.

On a rather foggy day in December, I took 
part in the test sail in Table Bay. In light winds 
and lots of fog, HQ2 slipped her moorings in the 

V&A and we proceeded out to sea. Engines are 
well insulated and there is a gentle hum when 
they’re running. Sail handling is controlled from 
the fl ying bridge and you have great visibility up 
there, which is fabulous for going under bridges 
or working your way into secluded anchorages. 
Sail handling is simple and all the controls have 
been well thought out so as to enable as few 
people as possible to crew. 

With just under 10 knots of breeze, we 
hoisted sails and went up wind at a comfortable 
seven knots. With her high bridge deck 
clearance, there was no banging and the hulls 
slice cleanly through the water. Bearing away, 
we hoisted the massive spinnaker and she 
happily slipped through the ocean at 8 to 9 
knots on a broad reach. Then it was back to the 
dock to let the crew get everything ready for 
their race to Rio de Janeiro.

While many people question the safety of 
catamarans in bad weather, this year’s Cape to 
Rio race showed clearly that catamarans are as 
safe as any well-found monohull. In fact, of the 
10 boats that retired due to bad weather and 
damage, only one was a catamaran and she 
retired with fl ooded engine rooms.

On HQ2, they weathered the storm and 
continued, arriving in Rio and being met by race 
photographer Trevor Wilkins on the water. His 
first comments were all about how good she 
looked and the fact that they were all in good 
spirits, drinking freshly brewed cappuccinos as 
they crossed the fi nish line. 

Clearly the partnership of designer Anton 
du Toit and Builders Two Oceans Marine have 
produced a superbly seaworthy and very well 
appointed yacht.   �

The cabins are comfortable and well appointed.

The heads compartment is well appointed and 
functional.


